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Library circulates over 2 million items in 2009

The Clinton-Macomb Public Library closed the books on the 2009 fiscal year with a circulation milestone.  The library checked out 2,048,031 million items during the 2009 fiscal year.  Fueled by a variety of 379,886 items available, patrons were able to save approximately $40 million by checking out these materials which include books, DVDs, video games, audio books and more.

“We’re thrilled with our 2008-09 circulation figures,” said Library Director Larry Neal.  “Our circulation staff has done an excellent job of keeping up with a circulation of almost 170,000 items every month.”


The circulation numbers at the Clinton-Macomb Public Library have steadily risen over the years, but the two million mark represents another milestone for the library.  “There’s been an increase in library use over the last year,” Neal added.  “We’ve seen people visit us to check out materials, search for jobs and attend programs.  With all the talk of the Internet and Google replacing libraries, I think these numbers show that we’re still a gathering place that still provides an important service to the community.”

In addition to staggering circulation figures, the library also saw an increase in program attendance in 2009.  Program attendance was up 24.5% from 2008.  There were 28,988 people who attended a Sunday concert, book discussion, craft program, story time or other free program offered at the library.
                                                                           -more-

John Grisham, Janet Evanovich, James Patterson and Nora Roberts were the most popular authors this year at the library.  Patrons were also able to check out free admission to museums in the metro Detroit area this year with the continuation of the Macy’s Museum Adventure Pass program.  Another new service offered this year was small group computer tutoring at the Main Library.  

The Clinton-Macomb Public Library also reached another milestone earlier this year when it assigned a library card to its 100,000 card holder.  Even though CMPL is often a spot of furious activity Neal would like to encourage even more traffic.   “We’re here to serve the public by providing materials, Internet access, programs and space where the public can gather, learn and have fun,” said Neal.  “There is no better time to sign up for a library card which allows access to so much.”   
To check out materials at the Clinton-Macomb Public Library visit the Main Library, North Branch and South Branch Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.-9 p.m. or Friday-Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m.  The Main Library is also open on Sundays from 1 p.m.-6 p.m. 
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