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Book Clubs Enhance Library Experience

The Clinton-Macomb Public Library offers a variety of book discussion groups for patrons of all ages.  One of the more convenient book groups is the Dear Reader Book Club, which allows busy people to sample popular titles by checking their e-mail for five-minute book segments.  After a week of e-mail readers have sampled about a chapter and can then head to the library to check out the book to read in its entirety. 
The Dear Reader Book Club is moderated by Suzanne Beecher.  Beecher imparts her thoughts on the daily book installments and connects with readers through a blog.  She also runs contests that include prizes such as autographed copies of books and batches of homemade chocolate chip cookies.  Recently, Clinton-Macomb Public Library Trustee, and faithful Dear Reader Book Club member, Camille Silda was the lucky recipient of a homemade batch of cookies from Beecher herself. 
“For busy people, the Dear Reader Book Club is very convenient,” said Silda.  “I’ve discovered a lot of wonderful books from sampling them through this service.”
Silda also brought the cookies into the library to share with staff.  “It’s great to know that people really enjoy the services we provide online as well as in person,” said Jamie Morris, Community Relations Specialist.  “We want the library to be a convenient place to visit, whether people visit once a month or just use our online services.”

-more-

In addition to offering a an online book club resource, the Clinton-Macomb Public Library also offers three book discussion groups for adults, one at each library location.  “Each location hosts a book discussion on a different day and time and focuses on different books so that we can reach a wide variety of people,” Morris added.

The South Branch hosts a book discussion group on Saturday afternoons.  The group generally focuses on popular fiction and meets at noon on the second Saturday of each month.  The next scheduled book discussion will be held on Saturday, March 14 at 12 p.m.  Participants are asked to read Flying Changes by Sara Gruen.

The North Branch hosts a mystery book discussion on the third Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m.  Group members are invited to suggest titles or authors or upcoming book discussions.  Killer Weekend by Ridley Pearson will be discussed on Tuesday, March 17 at 10 a.m. 
Finally, the Main Library hosts a book discussion on the second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.  The group reads a variety of titles from fiction to nonfiction and group members can always suggest titles or authors.  Nickel and Dimed: on (not) getting by in America by Barbara Ehrenreich will be discussed on Thursday, March 12 at 7 p.m. at the Main Library.

No registration is required to attend any book discussion and all of the books selected are available for checkout at the library.  For more information about the Dear Reader Book Club or other library programs, please visit www.cmpl.org.
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