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Library promotes National Library Card Sign-Up Month

September is Library Card Sign-up Month, and the Clinton-Macomb Public Library wants to make sure that everyone in Clinton and Macomb Townships have the smartest card of all – a library card.  
“It’s the time of year when parents are stocking up on school supplies, but a library card has always been the most important school supply of all,” said Jamie Morris, Community Relations Specialist.  “Parents and children not only gain access to over 300,000 items to check out, but we have a variety of resources for students of all ages.”

In addition to walking up to a reference desk to get help in finding resources for school projects, the Clinton-Macomb Public Library offers many different services that are accessible from home to make homework easier for parents and children.  “Homework Help is one of our more popular databases for residents when school is in session,” Morris said.  “There are tutors available from 4-11 p.m. every day that will help children of all ages with their homework.”  
The tutors engage in online chat sessions and help students with math problems, writing, science and more.  “The tutors never do the homework for the student, but they help them find the answers they are looking for,” Morris added.  “The service is available for all grade levels, including adults who may have gone back to school.”  The library also has a variety of databases available for those writing research papers.
-more-
Getting a library card is easy.  Residents simply need to bring in a driver’s license or utility bill that proves residency.  Children under 18 will need a parent’s signature to get a library card.  The whole process takes less than five minutes.  Nonresidents may also use the Clinton-Macomb Public Library, but they will need to obtain a library card from their home library before they can check out materials.

Clinton-Macomb Public Library patrons have already checked out 1,420,578 items in 2010.  “We have a calculator available on our web site that people can use to see how much money they’ve saved by checking out materials as opposed to buying them,” Morris said.  “In fact, checking out books, movies, music and games from the library has helped the community as a whole save almost $30 million so far this year.”         

Observed since 1987, Library Card Sign-up Month is a time when the American Library Association (ALA) and libraries across the country remind parents that a library card is the most important school supply of all.  

For more information on how to sign up for a library card, visit any location of the Clinton-Macomb Public Library, call (586) 226-5000 or visit the library online at www.cmpl.org  
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