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Macomb County Libraries launch One Book, One Community


The Suburban Library Cooperative is pleased to announce the launch of One Book, One Community.  This year the libraries have decided to honor one author as part of the county-wide celebration of reading.  


“This year’s One Book, One Community is a bit different because we’ve chosen to focus on one author as opposed to one book,” said Jackie McIntyre Harvey, co-chairperson of the One Book, One Community committee.  This year the focus of the One Book, One Community program is on author Jane Austen.  “Although she only wrote six books in her lifetime, her stories still resonate today.  There are still people writing sequels and adapting her stories. ”


Libraries around Macomb County will host programs that relate to a variety of topics found in the works of Austen from food to film adaptations of her work.  Programs begins in August and run through October.  Fourteen libraries in the Suburban Library Cooperative are participating in the program.  

The One Book, One Community program culminates with a tea on Wednesday, October 14 at 12:30 p.m. with special guest Dr. Elliot Engel.  Dr. Engel will present a program called “The Brilliance of Jane Austen.”  The tea will be held at the Macomb Intermediate School District and is free of charge.  Residents should contact their local libraries to reserve their spot or visit http://www.libcoop.net/onebook/tea.html.
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“We’re excited to be focusing on Jane Austen this year,” said Harvey.  “Whether you read one of her works, another author’s adaptation of her stories, or watch one of the many film adaptations of her books, it is very easy to get involved in the One Book, One Community program because of the appeal of Jane Austen.”
As evidence that Jane Austen has broad appeal the horror market has suddenly taken a keen interest in the nineteenth century author.  Author Seth Grahame-Smith recently created buzz by “collaborating” with Austen on the book Pride and Prejudice and Zombies.  There are also books coming out this fall that depict Mr. Darcy, hero of Pride and Prejudice, as a vampire and a version of Sense and Sensibility called Sense and Sensibility and Sea Monsters.
“Jane Austen appeals to a wide variety of readers and we’re hopeful that many people in Macomb County will be excited about reading or re-reading their favorite Austen novels and adaptations,” Harvey added.
One Book, One Community is a community-wide reading program sponsored by the Suburban Library Cooperative.  One Book, One Community promotes community dialog through the shared experience of reading the same book.  For more information about and for a list of events at participating libraries visit http://www.libcoop.net/onebook/
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Contact: Jackie McIntyre Harvey, Roseville Public Library 586-445-5407
