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Across the Wide and Lonesome Prairie: The Oregon Trail Diary of Hattie Campbell, 1847
by Kristiana Gregory

Published 1997

ISBN: 9780590226516

Find this book in our catalog.
Jacket Notes:

In her diary, thirteen-year-old Hattie chronicles her family's arduous 1847 journey from Missouri to Oregon on the
Oregon Trail. Now that we're in the North Platte River Valley the air feels dry and thin. My lips are so chapped they
bleed when I talk. The only thing to do is dip our fingers in to the bucket of axle grease and rub our lips every hour or
so. It smells bad, it tastes bad, and the blowing dust sticks.

| Read or Write a Comment » |

Stepping on the Cracks
by Mary Downing Hahn
Published 1991

ISBN: 9780395585078

Find this book in our catalog.
Jacket Notes:

In 1944, when her brother is overseas fighting in World War 11, eleven-year-old Margaret changes her mind about the
school bully, Gordy, after she discovers he is hiding his own brother, a deserter. "There is plenty of action and
page-turning suspense (and) much to ponder and reflect on as well." -- School Library Journal, starred review

| Read or Write a Comment » |
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Most WW II homefront novels are unambiguous in their approach to patriots and traitors, allies and enemies. Hahn's subtle, thought-provoking
work, however, proposes the legitimacy of a variety of ethical responses to critical situations. Margaret's brother Jimmy is overseas fighting, and
Margaret and her parents avidly follow news of Allied advances. She and best friend Elizabeth, united in their dislike of Gordy the bully, slowly
uncover several ominous secrets: Gordy is helping his older brother Stuart, an Army deserter, hide in a weatherworn shack in the woods; and
Gordy's father batters his mother, his siblings and Gordy himself. At first Margaret and Elizabeth see their discovery of Stuart's shack as a way
to "blackmail" Gordy into treating them decently, but when Stuart falls dangerously ill, the girls feel obliged to help care for him. Soon they
begin to reexamine the standard propaganda about the war. While some of her characters seem anachronistic and certain developments are
unlikely, Hahn succeeds in raising questions as valuable as they are vexing. Ages 9-12. (Oct.)

Publisher's Marketing Text:

In 1944, when her brother is overseas fighting in World War 11, eleven-year-old Margaret changes her mind about the school bully, Gordy, after
she discovers he is hiding his own brother, a deserter. "There is plenty of action and page-turning suspense (and) much to ponder and reflect on
as well." -- School Library Journal, starred review

Green Glass Sea
by Ellen Klages
Published 2006

ISBN: 9780670061341

Green Olass Sea

Find this book in our catalog.
Jacket Notes:

In this award-winning debut novel, 11-year-old Dewey Kerrigan is traveling west on a train to live with her scientist
father, but no one will tell her exactly where he is. It is 1943 and her destination is New Mexico, where scientists are
working on the Manhattan Project.

CELLEN KLAE]

Read or Write a Comment »
Publishers Weekly 10/23/2006

Klages makes an impressive debut with an ambitious, meticulously researched novel set during WWII. Writing from the points of view of two
displaced children, she successfully recreates life at Los Alamos Camp, where scientists and mathematicians converge with their families to
construct and test the first nuclear bomb. Eleven-year-old Dewey, the daughter of a math professor, is shunned by the other girls at the camp due
to her passionate interest in mechanics and her fascination with the dump, which holds all sorts of mechanisms and tools she can use for her
projects. Her classmate Suze is also often snubbed and has been nicknamed "Truck" by her classmates (" 'cause she's kind of big and likes to
push people around," explains one boy). The two outcasts reluctantly come together when Dewey's father is called away to Washington, D.C.,
and Dewey temporarily moves in with Suze's family. Although the girls do not get along at first (Suze draws a chalk line in her room to separate
their personal spaces), they gradually learn to rely on each other for comfort, support and companionship. Details about the erapopular music,
pastimes and productsadd authenticity to the story as do brief appearances of some historic figures including Robert Oppenheimer, who breaks
the news to Dewey that her father has been killed in a car accident. If the book is a little slow-moving at times, the author provides much insight
into the controversies surrounding the making of the bomb and brings to life the tensions of war experienced by adults and children alike. Ages
9-up. "(Oct.) " Copyright 2006 Reed Business Information.

Meet Felicity- Hc Book
by Valerie Tripp

Published 1991

ISBN: 9781562470050

Find this book in our catalog.

Jacket Notes:

MEET
FELICITY

Includes historical details and an excerpt from Felicity learns a lesson (p. 71-77). Felicity Merriman is a spunky,
spritely girl growing up in Virginia in 1774, just before the Revolutionary War. Felicity's stories tell of the adventures
of this spirited girl, who grows impatient doing the "sitting down kinds of things" that colonial girls are expected to do.
Felicity much prefers to be outdoors, especially riding horses! In her stories, Felicity learns about responsibility and
loyalty -- to her family, her friends, and her new country -- and what it means to be truly free.Felicity falls in love with a beautiful horse named
Penny. When she discovers that the owner is cruel, she is determined to find a way to save Penny.

&

Read or Write a Comment »
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Charley Skedaddle
by Patricia Beatty
Published 1987

ISBN: 9780688066871

Find this book in our catalog.
Jacket Notes:

During the Civil War, a twelve-year-old Bowery Boy from New York City joins the Union Army as a drummer, deserts during a battle in
Virginia, and encounters a hostile old mountain woman.

Read or Write a Comment »
Publishers Weekly 10/09/1987

Fighting is important to Charley Quinn, 12, a street-tough New York Bowery Boy who runs away from his Irish-Catholic home to join the
Union forces in Virginia. But war proves much more horrible than he'd thoughtso terrible, in fact, that he deserts, giving himself the disparaging
name "Skedaddle." Afterward, Charley takes refuge in the mountains with Granny Bent, a midwife with her own secret loyalties. This
well-crafted, somewhat episodic novel makes the point that fighting brings honor, and cowardice, shame. The settingsfrom the Bowery, to the
battlefield, to Granny's cabinare quite powerful. These, along with Charley's disillusionment and change, give this novel depth and make it one
of Beatty's best. Ages 10-14. (October)

Sarah, Plain and Tall

by Patricia MacLachlan .. \.ul.: n
Published 1985 ——
ISBN: 9780060241018 _ g
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Find this book in our catalog. ok T‘L T
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Jacket Notes: ey ey
The winner of the 1986 Newbery Medal and the 1986 Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction for Children tells the =1L .

story of a Midwestern family whose lives are changed by a mail-order wife/mother from the Northeast. "Did Mama sing
every day?" Caleb asks his sister Anna."Every-single-day," she answers. "Papa too."

Read or Write a Comment »

Sign of the Beaver

by Elizabeth George Speare
Published 1983

ISBN: 9780395338902

Find this book in our catalog.

:"‘;TQSign,.-.m.

Jacket Notes: :

s
Until the day his father returns to their cabin in the Maine wilderness, 12-year-old Matt must try to survive on his own. I %t.:{l\ er
During an attack by swarming bees, Matt is rescued by an Indian chief and his grandson. A Newbery Honor Book. Left  Elizabeth CGeorge Speare
alone to guard the family's wilderness home in eighteenth-century Maine, a boy is hard-pressed to survive until local P s e o e

Indians teach him their skills. "Matt joins other memorable characters, Kit, Julie, and Karana, finding his inner strength
and values in a changing world in this well-written and fast-reading story." -- School Library Journal, starred review

Read or Write a Comment »

Caddie Woodlawn
by Carol Ryrie Brink
Published 1973

ISBN: 9780027136708

Find this book in our catalog.
Jacket Notes:
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The adventures of an eleven-year-old tomboy growing up on the Wisconsin frontier in the mid-nineteenth century.
"Caddie Woodlawn," which has been captivating young readers since 1935, was awarded the John Newbery Medal for
the most distinguished contribution to American literature for children. Now it is in a brand-new edition with lively

illustrations by Trina Schart Hyman. In her new foreword, Carol Ryrie Brink lovingly recalls the real Caddie, who was

her grandmother, and tells how she often "sat spellbound, listening, listening!" as Caddie told stories of her pioneer childhood. Children
everywhere will love redheaded Caddie with her penchant for pranks. Scarcely out of one scrape before she is into another, she refuses to be a
"lady, " preferring instead to run the woods with her brothers. Whether she is crossing the lake on a raft, visiting an Indian camp, or listening to
the tales of the circuit rider, Caddie's adventures provide an exciting and authentic picture of life on the Wisconsin frontier in the 1860s. And
readers will discover, as Caddie learns what growing up truly means, that it is not so very different today.

Read or Write a Comment »

Phantoms in the Snow
by Kathleen Benner Duble
Published 2011

ISBN: 9780545197700

Find this book in our catalog.
Jacket Notes:

In 1944, 15-year-old Noah Garrett, recently orphaned, is sent to live at Camp Hale, Colorado, with an uncle he has never
met, and there he finds his pacifist views put to the test. In this gripping journey, a fifteen-year-old pacifist must decide
what he believes as he faces the reality of World War II. The year is 1944, and fifteen-year-old Noah Garrett's parents KATHLEEN BENNER DUBLE
have died from smallpox. Without any other family nearby, Noah is sent to live with his uncle, whom he has never met,

in Camp Hale, Colorado. There is one small problem with this decision: Noah has been raised a pacifist, and Camp Hale is a U.S. military base
for a little-known division of winter warfare soldiers called Phantoms. Can a boy who's never seen snow and doesn't believe in war survive
among these soldiers?Noah's struggle to resolve his upbringing with the horrors of World War II into a way of life he can believe in takes him
on an incredible and riveting journey from the training camp to the frontlines of battle. Based on historical events, the story of Noah and the
Phantoms of the Tenth Mountain Division is one of courage and conviction, brotherhood, and the joy in living.

Read or Write a Comment »

KAREN CUSHIMAM

Loud Silence of Francine Green

by Karen Cushman -

Published 2006 ®

ISBN: 9780618504558

Find this book in our catalog. i
Silence

Jacket Notes: of

Francine Green doesn't speak up much, and who can blame her? Her parents aren't interested in her opinions, the nuns at FRANCINE '.E'
school punish girls who ask too many questions, and the House Committee on Un-American Activities is blacklisting
people who express unpopular ideas. There's safety in silence. Francine would rather lose herself in a book, or in
daydreams about her favorite Hollywood stars, than risk attracting attention or getting in trouble.

But when outspoken, passionate Sophie Bowman transfers into Francine's class at All Saints School for Girls, Francine finds herself thinking
about things that never concerned her before--free speech, the atom bomb, the existence of God, the way people treat each other. Eventually,
Francine discovers that she not only has something to say, she is absolutely determined to say it.

Once again, Karen Cushman follows a young woman's progress toward her true self, this time exploring the nature of friendship and the
experience of growing up Catholic in an era that is both fascinating and relevant to today's young people. Author's note.

Read or Write a Comment »
Publishers Weekly 06/26/2006

Cushman takes on many issues in this novel set in Hollywood at the peak of McCarthyism, unfortunately diluting the power of any one of them.
As the book opens, narrator Francine learns that her neighbor Sophie Bowman will be joining her eighth grade class at All Saints School for
Girls. The deliciously named Sister Basil the Great, the principal who doubles as their teacher, quickly singles out Sophie as the student to hold
up as an example, sentencing the girl to stand in the wastebasket throughout class. Cushman draws parallels between the strict authority of the
Catholic school and the constraints of McCarthyism on everyday citizens. Sophie's father, a screenwriter, allows readers to see the havoc
wreaked upon his peers (one, a Jewish actor being shadowed by the FBI and pressured to give up names, commits suicide), and the Russian
owners of a vandalized local store voice the irony of their situation ("That's why Petrov and I left Russia, to get away from such thugs"). Yet
these connections may be a bit abstract for some readers, who will more likely respond to details of Francine's daily life -taking her younger
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brother past Newberry Five and Ten, ordering root beer floats at Riley's or having a crush on Montgomery Clift. The author introduces the idea
of Sophie's tendency to egg on controversy but never fully develops it, and Francine remains quite aloof from the world. She is less sympathetic
than Cushman's previous memorable heroines (in "Catherine, Called Birdy"; "The Midwife's Apprentice"). Ages 10-14. "(Aug.)" Copyright
2006 Reed Business Information.

Publisher's Marketing Text:

Francine Green doesn't speak up much, and who can blame her? Her parents aren't interested in her opinions, the nuns at school punish girls
who ask too many questions, and the House Committee on Un-American Activities is blacklisting people who express unpopular ideas. There's
safety in silence. Francine would rather lose herself in a book, or in daydreams about her favorite Hollywood stars, than risk attracting attention
or getting in trouble.

But when outspoken, passionate Sophie Bowman transfers into Francine's class at All Saints School for Girls, Francine finds herself thinking
about things that never concerned her before--free speech, the atom bomb, the existence of God, the way people treat each other. Eventually,
Francine discovers that she not only has something to say, she is absolutely determined to say it.

Once again, Karen Cushman follows a young woman's progress toward her true self, this time exploring the nature of friendship and the
experience of growing up Catholic in an era that is both fascinating and relevant to today's young people. Author's note.




